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Sidney Lanier, is "Love in search of a word/' literature
begins with the word, and builds its structures in terms
of sentences, that is to say, propositions. In literature,
reason and the ethical imagination, contemplating man
and the grounds of his happiness and unhappiness,
speak to us with an incomparable fullness and clarity;
and they do this with maximum facility in the drama,
because the essence of drama, as of human life, is
action, external action in relation to the inner springs
of action. Conceived as the most articulate art, litera-
ture has its center, not in the lyric, but rather in the
drama, which lies about midway between works like
The Education of Henry Adams or The Flowering of
New England, where literature begins to be differen-
tiated from non-literary prose, and the poems of Vachel
Lindsay or Gertrude Stein, where literature is on the
verge of passing over into music. Or we might reason-
ably say that literature has its center in the narrative
poem or in the novel, since such works as the Iliad and
Wilhelm Meister, like Hamlet and Ghosts, are, what-
ever their personal content and accent, primarily imagi-
native representations of life.*

* Works like these, in their rich articulation, would be more
competent than lyrics to enlighten the proverbial Martian as to
the nature of literature and the nature of mundane life. The lyric,
as a fine distillate, a terse comment or gloss upon the text of life,
is capable of an articulateness which is incisive rather than abun-
dant. Its special character is, however, unlimited implication, an
inexhaustible indeterminateness approaching that of music.
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